■L 


V , ■ > 

H"cr3srTX3srGH303sr 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

- . . ■ . — 


REPORT 

UPON  THE  SANITARY  CONDITION 


OF  THE 

I 

Borough  of  Huntingdon 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1925, 


CHARLES  E.  HICKS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Huntingdon  : 

W.  H,  Smith  & Son  (late  Cooper  & Co.)  High  Street. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29443192 


ECTTlTTia^r  G-ZD03ST 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


— 

REPORT 

UPON  THE  SANITARY  CONDITION 


OF  THE 

Borough  of  Huntingdon 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1925, 


CHARLES  E.  HICKS , M.RC.S. , L.RC.P. , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Huntingdon  : 

W.  H.  Smith  & Son  (late  Cooper  & Co.)  High  Street, 


TO  THE 

HUNTINGDON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

The  population  of  the  Borough  approx,  m 1925  was 

3986. 

Births  - Vital  Statistics. 

The  Births  of  60  children  were  registered  during  the 
year,  of  these  38  were  hoys  and  22  girls.  There  were  6 children 
born  out  of  wedlock.  The  estimated  population  being  3986, 
makes  an  average  of  15  0 per  1000  persons  living,  compared 
with  18  3 the  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths. 

The  Deaths  of  25  males  and  19  females  occurred, 
making  an  average  of  ll'O  per  1000  persons  living,  compared 
with  1*2  2 the  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Three  deaths  of  children  under  one  vear  of  age  occurred, 

t / r">  7 

being  50  0 per  1000  births. 

Places  over  which  the  Council  has  Supervision. 

There  is  one  registered  lodging  house  in  the  Borough. 
Factories , Workshops , Slaughter  Houses,  Bakehouses,  Cow 
Sheds  and  Milk  Shops  are  all  regularly  inspected. 

There  is  a Carriage  Manufactory  in  the  Borough,  the 
sanitary  arrangements  of  which  are  satisfactory  ; also  three 
Motor  Body  Building  Works. 

The  Schools  are  under  the  management  of  the  Countv 

o j 

Education  Committee. 
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Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  is  good  and  the  analysis  of  same 
proves  it  to  be  of  excellent  organic  purity. 

The  Council  have  installed  two  new  Diesel  oil  engines 
of  higher  power  than  the  former  gas  engines  at  the  Water 
Works. 

Sewerage. 

The  sewers  are  neriodicallv  cleaned  out  but  a consider- 

i-  j 

able  amount  of  attention  is  still  required.  A few  lengths 
of  sewer  pipes  have  been  re-laid. 

Scavenging. 

A refuse  destructor  is  required  for  the  Town  and  the 
question  of  purchasing  the  same  is  before  the  Council.  The 
refuse  is  carted  to  a field  on  the  outskirts,  and  at  present  it  is 
burnt  in  a field  outside  the  Town,  many  complaints  are 
received  the  smell  of  the  burning  material. 

Abatement  of  Nuisances. 

Your  Inspector  of  Nuisances  makes  frequent  Inspections, 
and  if  nuisances  are  not  abated  he  gets  an  order  from  your 
Council  for  their  removal. 

Infectious  and  Notifiable  Diseases. 

Twenty-one  cases  have  been  notified. 


Scarlet  Fever 

2 

Dinhtheria 

A. 

0 

Pneumonia 

2 

of  which  one  died 

Enteric 

2 

Chicken  Pox 

3 

Tuberculosis 

8 

of  which  one  died. 

Puerperal  Fever... 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 
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Enteric  Fever. 

Two  cases  occurred  in  the  Town. 

Cancer. 

Eight  cases  proved  fatal  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  have  been  four  deaths  dining  the  year  from 
Tuberculosis. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

One  case  of  Sleeping  Sickness  has  occurred  this  year. 

Mumps. 

The  Town  has  been  visited  by  a slight  epidemic  and  the 
Schools  were  closed  for  a short  time  in  January. 

Chicken  Pox. 

A mild  epidemic  early  in  the  year  but  only  three  cases 

notified.  - . 

Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  is  now  used  for  Infectious  Diseases 
by  the  following  District  Councils: — Huntingdon,  St.  Ives, 
St.  Neots  (Urban  and  Rural)  and  Godmanchester,  and  is 
managed  by  a Joint  Hospital  Committee,  it  has  proved  itself 
very  useful  and  is  well  managed. 

Inspections. 

During  the  year  I have  made  inspections  with  your 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Lodging  Houses. 

One  registered  and  properly  inspected. 

Milk  Supply. 

Wholesome  and  abundant  and  apparently  of  good 
quality.  Fresh  legislation  with  regard  to  dairy  cows  and 
inspection  of  same  is  in  full  working  order  in  the  Borough. 
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Food  Supply, 


The  New  Regulations  with  regard  to  meat  and  slaughter- 
ing came  into  force  this  year. 


Housing. 


There  is  a scarcity  of  houses,  and  a good  deal  of  over- 
crowding is  due  to  this  lack  of  accommodation. 

Two  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year  bv 
private  enterprise. 


Bye-Laws  and  Regulations, 


The  Council  have  Bve-Laws  relating  to 

Private  Scavenging. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 
Slaughter  Houses. 

Markets. 

Pleasure  Grounds. 

Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 


Huntingdon, 

1926. 


CHARLES  E HICKS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Huntingdon  Urban  District  Council 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  1925. 

Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  96 

Number  of  Notices  served  ...  ....  32 

(Informal  25,  Statutory  7) 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  Total  No.  of  32 

Premises,  Houses,  etc.  ...  ...  No.  inspected  62 

Nuisances  abated  32 

Drain,  Drain-traps,  etc.,  etc.  ...  No.  inspected  3 

Nuisances  abated  3 

Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  No.  of  observations  1 

Nuisances  abated  1 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  No.  inspected  6 

Nuisances  abated  6 

Slaughter  bouses  ...  ...  ...  No.  licensed  or 

registered  6 

No  of  inspections  24 

Water  closets  ...  ...  ...  New  provided  4 

No.  supplied  with 

water  4 

Asbbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  New  provided  6 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  Cisterns  cleansed, 

repaired,  covered  12 

Housing,  etc  , Act,  1909  ...  ...  No.  bouses  made 

habitable  32 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  Total  number  on 

register  (includ- 
ing bakehouses  21 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  No.  on  register  7 

J.  W.  STEVENS, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders. 

Dairymen,  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  (Milk 
Sellers) — 

No.  in  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  Registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Premises  ...  ...  ...  36 

No.  of  Inspections  during  Milking  Time  ...  18 

No.  of  Premises  requiring  Whitewashing,  Clean- 
sing, &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  in  which  requirements  of  Sanitary  Authority 

were  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  Premises  requiring  Structural  or  Sanitary 

Improvements  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  in  which  requirements  of  Sanitary  Authority 

were  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ..,  1 

Have  Regulations  been  adopted  ..  ...  ...  Yes 

Premises  with  Well  Water  Supply — 

N o . o f ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  of,  from  which  water  analysed  ...  ...  Nil. 

Dairymen,  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk — (Butter 
and  Cheese  Makers)  — 

No.  in  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  Inspection  of  Premises  ...  ...  ...  4 

J.  W.  STEVENS, 

7th  May,  1926.  Sanitary  Inspector . 

W at@r  works. 

I have  made  periodical  inspections  of  the  Borough  in 
connection  with  the  waste  of  water,  and  during  the  past  year 
numerous  new  washers  have  been  supplied.  It  would  be  a 
great  help  if  Landlords  and  Tenants  would  assist  by  calling 
attention  to  any  leaking  tap  so  that  the  matter  may  be  at 
once  dealt  with. 

J.  W.  STEVENS, 

Water  Inspector. 
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APPENDICES. 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 
Statistics. 

Year  ending  31st  December,  1925. 

General. 


(1) 

Area  in  Acres  ... 

...  976 

(2) 

Estimated  population... 

...  3986 

(3) 

General  death-rate 

...  110 

(4) 

Death-rate  from  tuberculosis 

1-0 

(5) 

Infantile  mortality 

...  500 

(6) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  \ 

...  1142 

(7) 

Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses  ) 

(8) 

Rateable  value  ... 

£23360 

(9) 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

£90 

2.— UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES 
I. — Inspection* 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  bousing  defects  (under  public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  in- 

spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  40 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  — - 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
heading) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  32 
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II. —Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of 
Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  32 

There  is  a great  demand  for  working  class  houses  which 
is  being  met  by  the  Councils  housing  scheme  providing  sixteen 
new  residences  in  Priory  Road.  These  were  laid  out  and 
started  in  October  and  good  progress  is  being  made. 

CHARLES  E.  HICKS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Causes  of  Death  in 


the  Borough 
1925. 


of  Huntingdon, 


28. 

29. 

30 

31. 

32. 


Enteric  Fever 
Small  Pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Meningococcal  Meningitis 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 
Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

Heart  Disease 
Arterio-sclerosis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years)  . 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases 
and  Parturition 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformatio 
Premature  Birth 

Suicide... 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 
Other  Defined  Diseases 
Causes  Ill-defined  or  unknown 


of  Pregnac 


n 


y 


Males. 

25 


3 
1 

4 


3 

• • 
1 
2 
1 


1 


Females. 

19 


8 


r 


’ABLE  V.— BOROUGH  OF  HUNTINGDON  DISTRICT. 
Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1925. 

'eaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  avid  Months  under  one  year  of  age. 
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Ten  Years  Fatal  Cases  of : 


Year. 

Cancer. 

Phthisis  and 
Tubercular- 
Disease. 

1916 

8 

8 

1917 

10 

2 

1918 

3 

7 

1919 

4 

7 

1920 

2 

7 

1921 

1 

5 

1922 

' f 

0 

2 

1923 

13 

• 

5 

1921 

10 

2 

1925 

8 

4 

67 

49 

. 

